Pathways of lymph flow from superficial tissues in the legs of horses.
Pathways of peripheral lymph flow from the legs in horses were studied with casts, and with light and electron microscopic techniques. Although lymph nodes in horses occur in large groups, each lymph vessel draining from the periphery appeared to terminate on a single node within a group. The larger branches of each vessel divided either on the node surface or after penetrating into the node, and 25 to 60 terminal afferent vessels entered either the subcapsular, medullary or trabecular sinuses. Numerous initial efferent lymphatics arose either within the medulla, or at its surface, and they often coalesced to form an anastomosing network on the node surface. Almost all of the one to four efferent lymphatics that left the vicinity of the node terminated on other nodes, usually within more centrally placed groups. This arrangement may aid in the amplification and propagation of immune responses initiated in primary nodes.